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What is Stopping You?
 by Clay Zimmerman

That is the phrase motivational speakers like to 
use. What is stopping you from making money? 
What is stopping you from living your dreams? 
What is stopping you from success? The idea, of 
course, is that all your dreams are yours for the 
taking, if you believe in yourself.  

What is stopping you? We are told that 
it might be some of the people in our 
lives, those that are negative toward 
us and our goals. We are told it 
might be bad habits we have devel-
oped over the years. Or maybe our 
blockage is the training or ideas our 
family left us with as we were grow-
ing up. The whole idea is that you are 
holding yourself back. You can fix all the 
other things if you only will. What is stop-
ping you? You are! You simply need to want 
success so much that you will go and get it. 

There is a grain of truth to some of those 
ideas. If we are not motivated to achieve, will 
we try to do anything? Bad habits will hold us 
back. People in our life that cast doubts and fears 
on our ideas can be a negative influence. 

Ironically, God tells us the same thing. These 
ideas were His first!

Are we motivated to find Him?

“Ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall 
search for me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 
29:13).  Jesus said, “Seek and ye shall find” (Mat-
thew 7:7).

Do we have bad habits?

“Your iniquities have separated between you 
and your God, and your sins have hid his face 
from you, that he will not hear” (Isaiah 59:2). 

Are others holding us back?

“He that loveth father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me: and he 

that loveth son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me” (Mat-
thew 10:37).

The Christian life is not about 
self-improvement, but it will im-
prove us. It starts with true re-

pentance, seeking forgiveness, 
and letting God make us new, (born 

again). Then sinful habits will have to go, 
we must not let others hold us back, and we 
will need to stay motivated to live for Him 
each day. 

“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh 
to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify 
your hearts, ye double minded” (James 4:8).
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A student once visited a 
bookstore for school sup-
plies. He asked the clerk, 
“Could you find a compass 
for me?” 

The clerk thought a bit, then 
responded, “Do you want a 
compass to draw circles or 
one to give you a sense of 
 direction?” 

The young man returned home, meditating on 
the strange question. It suddenly dawned on him 
that the clerk was really asking a question that could 
apply to life. “Are you just going in circles or do you 
have a sense of direction ?” 

There are only two pos-
sibilities for compasses or 
guides in the world—Satan 
and God. And there’s as 
much difference between 
the two as between circles 
and straight lines. 

Satan’s compasses are 
many. The Bible sums 
them up as the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eye, 
and the pride of life. About 
any sin you can mention falls into one of these three 
categories. 

“For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, 
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of 
the Father, but is of the world” (1 John 2:16.) “Lust of 
the flesh” leads to wrong uses of the body and mind. 
Sexual sins and gluttony, for example, are misuses 
of appetites that are good in themselves. Drunken-
ness and drug abuse are manifestations of unnatural 
appetites for physical and emotional thrills. 

“Lust of the eyes” includes looking at things that 
are wrong as well as seeing and wanting what some-
one else has. Again, seeing and wanting “things” 
are not, in themselves, wrong. But as never before, 
young people are tempted with the “lust of the eyes” 
through electronic devices where they can so easily 
see things that would lead them away from God and 
ruin their lives.  

The “pride of life” includes selfishness and 
self-living. Pride is putting yourself on a pedestal 
and knocking everybody else down—in a figurative 
sense, of course! 

These three manifestations of the flesh only lead 

one in circles, leading nowhere except into more 
sin and self-indulgence. These circles lead down to 
destruction. 

There is only one compass to lead one straight; 
giving a sense of direction and that is the Bible. The 
Bible writers do not use the world compass to de-
scribe the sacred Word, but they do describe its di-
rection-giving qualities—a lamp, a guide, and a light. 

The Bible keeps us from the “circles” our pagan 
society is whirling in. It gives the solution for sin’s 
binding power and shows us how to use all of what 
God has given us for His good and for the good of 
others. 

We needn’t go in circles when we can read and 
know how to go in the right direction. The psalmist 

said, “Teach me thy way, 
O Lord, and lead me in 
a plain path, because of 
mine enemies” (Psalm 
27:11). 

Plain in this verse is 
a translation of a word 
in the Hebrew Bible 
that also means level or 
straight. 

This suggests God as 
the great stabilizing or 

“leveling” factor in our lives. Without Him, our lives 
have no compass and no direction. Without the God 
revealed in the Bible, there is no hope for a joyful 
life forever after death. This life just becomes a mad 
race to drain out a little pleasure before a hopeless 
death. 

Are you, am I, walking in the plain path of God’s 
way outlined in the Bible? Few there are who use 
God’ s Word as their compass, but many there are 
who are watching the Christian’s every move. Are 
you a good direction finder, pointing by word and 
action the way to get on the plain path? 

What compass we use and how we use it will de-
termine whether or not many will ever find a sense 
of direction in life. If we claim to be following the 
compass that leads to LIFE and don’t live up to what 
we claim to be, lost humanity will only become even 
more bewildered and confused. God forbid that we, 
by careless living, would turn someone away from 
finding salvation. 

What about the compass you are using for your 
life? Does it draw circles, or does it give a sense of 
right direction?

Which Compass?
 by Roger L Berry
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What about the compass you 
are using for your Life?

  Does it give a sense 
of right direction?
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God’s Sovereignty Over Nations
by Elvin Stauffer

ThThe e BBiibbllee  aand Sciencend Science

“The most high ruleth in the kingdom of men and 
giveth it to whomsoever he will and setteth up over it 
the basest of men.” (Daniel 4:17). 

God created the first human couple from which 
society originated.  He also placed Adam and Eve in 
an environment of rich material resources to develop 
and improve their wellbeing.  Since God is the be-
nevolent source and provider for human society He 
also has the working plan for the good of man. God 
didn’t place man here without a road map.  Rather 
His revelations in the Scriptures are full of directions 
for human conduct and social relationships. 

God’s established laws are the basis for all civil 
societies. All other “survival of the fittest” ideologies 
are self-serving, exist in fear, suffering, death, and 
self-destruction (note the fallen cultures of history). 

“Political science deals with such fundamental val-
ues as equality, freedom, justice, and power (World 
Book Encyclopedia).  God’s law controls these val-
ues and a lot more.  These are desirable qualities 
that everyone wants for themselves.  The problem is 
for people to allow others the same right, especially 
where rights conflict and sacrifice is required.  The 
simple “golden rule” that a child can understand ap-
plies here. “Do unto others as ye would have them do 
unto you.” (Matt.7:12).  

Innocence and Self Government

The Bible shows a progress of doctrine in God’s 
development of human government down through 
time.  God created man in His own image for fellow-
ship.  His ideal is to be in such close communion with 
man that his ways are naturally our ways.  Adam and 
Eve lived for a short time in God’s perfect environ-
ment in innocence and holiness without any thought 
of sin.  They were self-governed according to God’s 
righteousness.

A Christian view of human government starts with 
absolutes rather than a void to be filled by doing 
whatever is right in the eyes of the prevailing person-

alities. God set up a standard and a lawgiver in Israel 
in Moses. The book of Judges in the Bible reveals the 
continual bloodshed which self-will and human wis-
dom produce (Judges 21:25). Many today would like 
to ignore their depraved nature and live in what they 
presume to be freedom.  The result is conflict, fear, 
murder, and abortion of the unwanted.  Bondage! 

When Eve, then Adam disobeyed God they were 
put out of the garden. By Noah’s time the earth was 
filled with violence.  This grieved the heart of God. 
The violence was so bad he decided to destroy life 
on the earth and start over with one family. (Genesis 
6:6-7). Noah, the preacher of righteousness, warned 
the people many years while building the ark. “The 
longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah,” but 
when the flood came (1Peter 3:20, 2 Peter 2:5) He 
took them all away.  

Beginnings of Government

God then, in compassion and understanding 
human nature, provided the discipline of human 
government. “For the imagination of man’s heart is 
evil from his youth” (Genesis 8:21). God gave man 
the responsibility to administer the death penalty 
on those who commit capital crimes. “At the hand 
of every man’s brother will I require the life of man.  
Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood 
be shed.” The reason this is so serious is that God 
made man in His own image (Genesis 9:5b, 6). The 
noble, upright being that God created man to be, a 
righteous image of God, is violated when human life 
is degraded or taken. 

Salvation for true repentance is the great achieve-
ment of a merciful God, (“justice called and mercy 
answered”) However injustice is not an option for 
God.  He is not the doting father that many envision 
today who just overlooks a lot.

“Ye shall take no satisfaction for the life of a mur-
derer which is guilty of death, but he shall surely be 
put to death…so ye shall not pollute the land wherein 
ye are; for blood it defileth the land and the land can-
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not be cleansed of the blood that is shed therein but 
by the blood of him that shed it” (Numbers 35:30-33). 

When legal justice is not carried out the “law of 
the land” creates a backlog of required blood atone-
ment that brings final judgment.

God Establishes a Nation

     When human society again degraded into idol-
atry and Satanic abominations such as child sacrifice, 
God called out a people to be a showcase of His will.  

The Jews grew to be a nation in Egypt. God then 
gave them a law and detailed code of conduct.  
These moral, civil, and ceremonial laws were re-
corded for Israel in the books of Moses. The basic 
Ten Commandments first of all require reverence of 
the one true God in heaven, honor parents, respect 
human life, be faithful to one partner in marriage 
and to be honest. This was all codified as rules of 
conduct.  These were natural “common sense” laws 
some of which are also observed in other cultures 
(Romans 2:14).

Further applications in daily life are spelled out 
in Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy. These laws 
had their various penalties such as stoning to death 
a son who rebelled against his parents. Jesus later 
summarized all the Old Testament laws under two 
laws of love. “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart…soul…mind, and…strength”  and “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself” (Mark 12:30-31).  
This basic motivation was also acknowledged and 
prophesied of in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 
30:6). God never intended the Old Testament law to 
be a permanent arrangement (Galatians 3:24).  He 
pictured personal rule in the hearts of men (Colos-
sians1:26, 27).

Human Government Fails

In time Israel failed to be God’s showcase of righ-
teousness to the nations. God then gave visions to 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon of future govern-
ments. Daniel, a captive Jew, was the interpreter. 

The first vision was of an image that represented 
Gentile world kingdoms (Dan.2:31-45).  The head of 
gold represented Babylon, the silver chest and arms 
Media-Persia, the brass belly was Greece, and the 
long legs of iron represented Rome.  The feet were 
of iron mixed with clay representing the last Gentile 
nations partly weak and partly strong.  To man this 
image and the kingdoms looked spectacular.  Yet 
each metal showed degeneration in sovereign maj-
esty. Daniel also receives visions from God’s view-
point portraying the nations as beasts destroying 
humanity (Daniel 7 and 8). 

Human government, benevolent or brutal, can 
give some social order but it is just a stop gap ar-
rangement waiting for something better. Ideologists 

have proposed utopias, promising land, bread, and 
peace.  However, the outworking has often perpe-
trated a life of drudgery, bondage, and the death of 
millions.

Theocracy (God Rule) Restored

In the “new covenant” Jesus called out a new na-
tion of the redeemed (from all nations) in His church.  
God’s fellowship with man, lost in the Garden  of 
Eden, is again restored in Christ (Ephesians 2:14). 
Through the cross and new birth Satan and man’s 
evil nature (“the flesh”) can be defeated. Christ can 
now rule in men’s lives through the Holy Spirit. (Co-
lossians 1:27). . Those who do not accept the Holy 
Spirit’s rule in their lives are still under “the law of sin 
and death” (1 Corinthians 5:5, Romans 8:2). 

Jesus said, “I will build my church.”  This is the true 
essence of the separation of church and state.  They 
are two separate kingdoms.  The church taken out 
of society is again 
led by God as its 
head. Today national 
governments have 
Gods authority to 
administer laws and 
punish crimes (Ro-
mans13:1-7).  But in 
the church of Jesus 
Christ the members are subject to the higher law 
of God.  We are to submit to the authority of gov-
ernments but if the government asks us to disobey 
God’s law, “we ought to obey God rather than men” 
(Acts 5:29).       

The Christian is to take the way of peace and over-
come evil with good (Romans 12:19-21).  The Chris-
tian is “the salt (preserving factor) of the earth.”  The 
question is raised in political science (World Book), 
“Whose interests are served by the government?”  
The U.S. government was a noble effort at govern-
ment – “by the people, of the people, and for the 
people.” However, this is only possible where the 
ethics and law of God are in the hearts of the major-
ity.  This principle of “liberty under law” was recog-
nized by the founders of America.

But human kingdoms degenerate and are over-
come until the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  “I will 
overturn, overturn, overturn…  until he come whose 
right it is and I will give it him.” (Ezekiel 21:27).  At 
this time the kingdoms of this world come to a crash-
ing end.  This is seen in the stone that hits the feet 
of Daniel’s image and in the Revelation judgements 
revealed in the last book of the Bible. (Daniel 2:35, 
45; Revelations 19:11-21).  This is also the time Jesus 
takes the church, which is the kingdom of God in this 
world today, (Luke 17:21) into his everlasting king-
dom (Revelation 11:15).

The CHRISTIAN is 
to take the way of 

PEACE and overcome 
EVIL with GOOD.
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What Is a Family Altar?
by Jim Yoder

The  
Christian Home Series

It is a time and place where the Christian family 
gathers regularly to worship the Lord. Although spe-
cific methods of family worship may vary, a regular 
time of Bible reading, prayer, and worship is essential 
for godly homes. From the beginning of time, strong 
families have been the foundation for a stable society. 
The old proverb has been proven itself accurate time 
and time again. “As the home, so is the church. As the 
church so is the society. As the society so is the nation.” 

Let’s notice three Biblical examples of family piety. 
We can read in Genesis 8:15-22 that after the flood 
waters receded God told Noah and his household to 
leave the ark. One of the first things Noah did after he 
vacated the great ship was build an altar unto the Lord. 
We presume this altar was only a continuation of the 
family worship that took place while the great ship was 
yet afloat. 

Joshua, the leader who replaced Moses, led the 
armies of Israel into the land of Canaan. Not only was 
Joshua a great general, but he also felt a burning re-
sponsibility for his own children. In Joshua 24:15 he 
said to the men of Israel, “If it seem evil unto you to 
serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will 
serve ... but as for me and my house, we will serve the 
LORD.” Joshua vowed that not only would he pray and 
honor the word of the Lord, but he would see to it that 
his family would as well. 

In Genesis 18:17-19 the Lord took Abraham into 
his confidences and asked the question, “Shall I hide 
from Abraham that thing which I do?” The reason that 
God was willing to take Abraham into his confidences 
is revealed in verse 19. “For I know him, that he will 
command his children and his household after him 
and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord, to do justice and judgement.” 
The Lord saw that Abraham could be 
depended upon to teach his house-
hold. 

Would not our society be greatly 
blessed if every father felt as Abra-
ham did? Isaiah 38:19 says, “The Fa-

ther to the children shall make known [God’s] truth.” 
The family altar (the family worship time) is a wonder-
ful opportunity for the entire family to worship God in 
spirit and in truth. Who should lead out? The Christian 
father. But if father is an unbeliever and unconcerned 
or there is no father, then the responsibility could be 
shouldered by mother, grandmother or even an older 
son or daughter. For if a home calls itself Christian, then 
surely it will feel the need to gather collectively and 
worship God together regularly.

Suggestions to Help “Build” a Family Altar.

 First of all, begin today if you never have established 
a family altar in the home. Begin today! Perhaps there 
are parents who once had a family worship time but 
have sadly neglected it. Restore it today! Ideally, family 
worship should be in the morning. But set a time that 
the entire family can be present. Insist that each child 
be there, then make the family worship time a habitual, 
regular part of your family routine. 

Sacrifices will have to be made to accommodate this 
sacred time, no doubt. There will likely be some oppo-
sition. But nothing good has ever been accomplished 
without some effort, discipline, and sacrifice. Remem-
ber, the rewards will far outweigh the investments. 

What Should Be Included in Family Worship? 

First of all, a reading of God’s Word, the Bible. Per-
haps, if there are young children present, a Bible story 
book could be read. After reading a Bible story to the 
young children, ask questions to see what they remem-
bered”. Make applications to everyday life. Keep it sim-
ple and enjoyable. 

As children grow older it can 
be a real blessing to simply read 
the Holy Scriptures together. “Thy 
word have I hid in my heart, that I 
might not sin against thee” (Psalms 
119:11). 

When young children are just 
learning to read include them in the 



Bible reading as well. Choose simple verses for them to 
read. How pleased they will be to be included in family 
worship! Soon they can learn to follow along and will 
surprise the family with new words they have learned. 

It can be rewarding to vary your family worship 
methods from year to year. Along with the Bible read-
ing, the family may want to memorize extended pas-
sages of Scripture together. By memorizing only one or 
two verses a week and adding those to verses already 
memorized, it is possible for a family to have large por-
tions of Scripture riveted in their minds. The Lord Jesus 
faced the Tempter in the wilderness victoriously with 
Scriptures that were in His heart. 

Another suggestion for family worship is to read 
Christian classics together. John Bunyan’s  “Pilgrim 
Progress” has been a blessing to many homes. We re-
member the pleasure our family experienced by read-
ing a short daily portion of Phillip Keller’s A Layman 
Looks at the Lord’s Prayer or Lessons from a Sheepdog. 
Many Christian homes enjoy using a daily devotional 
guide. These are practical daily 
devotional lessons with a portion 
of Scripture to read. (See page 11 
for devotional guide suggestion.) 

Certainly family worship should 
include a time of prayer. Even lit-
tle children should be expected 
to bow their heads and pray sim-
ple prayers to God. It can be help-
ful for the family to review a list of 
things to pray about. There are lost souls who need 
salvation, loved ones who are afflicted with physical ail-
ments, missionaries in other places who are quietly la-
boring, preachers who need a fresh anointing of God’s 
Spirit for their next sermon, and government leaders 
who need the wisdom of God. Always remember to 
thank God for all His wonderful provisions and bless-
ings already received. “The family who prays together, 
stays together.” 

It is written that Jesus and His disciples sang to-
gether (Matthew 26:30). Many godly homes enjoy sing-
ing and making melody in their hearts unto the Lord. 
This writer remembers visiting in a home where the 
family had chosen a hymn book and were singing their 
way through it. Many of the songs were unfamiliar and 
the family worked together until they mastered a song. 

Then they moved on to the next song. This was 
impressive to me because our family could not read 
music that well! But any Christian home can make a 
joyful noise to the Lord even if they cannot read music. 
How much time should we take for family worship? 
Again, this can vary among families. Perhaps a good 
answer would be “long enough to be an encourage-
ment, but not so long as to be cumbersome.” It seems 
that a family taking turns reading Scripture together, 
with a time of singing, praise, and prayer could be ex-

pected to take from twenty to forty minutes. Can we 
afford to take this much time from our busy schedules? 
Is there anything more important that you can think of? 

The family worship time is good training for the 
Lord’s Day assembly with the church. Children can be 
taught to sit quietly and participate in family worship. 
They can be expected to close their eyes during prayer. 
They can listen and respond to questions. No digital 
devices or other distractions should be permitted. 

More Blessings of Family Worship

What shall we do if we have visitors in our home 
when it is time for family worship? Simply announce 
to visitors that it is family worship time and invite them 
to join. Our children will see that mom and dad have 
placed a high priority on the family altar and are not at 
all ashamed of the Gospel message. Besides that, our 
visitors will be exposed to a most sacred scene. That 
is; a Christian family unpretentiously worshiping the 
Lord together. Proverbs 1:8, 9 says: “My son, hear the 

instruction of thy father, and for-
sake not the law of thy mother. 
For they shall be an ornament of 
grace unto thy head, and chains 
about thy neck.” 

The truths of God learned in 
the family worship time can be, 
first of all, a real “adornment of 
grace” to the lives of those who 
heed them. Secondly, these 

truths can be a real protection to us. They can be like 
chains which restrain us from wandering into spiritual 
ruin. 

The best thing parents can provide for their homes 
is a heritage of Christian faith (Psalm 78:1-8). The fam-
ily altar, a daily family time of reading God’s Word 
and worshiping God together, can be one of the 
most priceless gifts we can bestow unto our children. 

Years ago there was a young man drafted during 
WW II. The next four years he was sent to service 
camps far from his godly family. He was exposed 
to temptation and sin that he had once been shel-
tered from. The young man never lost his faith nor 
compromised his Christian principles. When he re-
turned home he thanked his parents. With tears he 
explained, “Every morning at 6:30 I knew that each 
one in our old farm house at home would be opening 
their Bibles for family worship. I knew that morning 
after morning prayers were being offered to God for 
my safety, both physically and spiritually. I knew that 
every morning a hymn of worship was going to be 
sung before the family left the house to begin their 
day’s work. I simply could not walk away from a heri-
tage like that.” 

Begin worshiping together as a family today and 
stick to it! 

The BEST thing parents 
can provide for their 
HOMES is a HERITAGE 

of CHRISTIAN faith.
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Nonresistance to Evil
by Daniel Kauffman

What Does the Bible Say?

We get the word “nonresistance” from the instruc-
tion of Christ to His disciples that they “resist not evil.” 
We get the doctrine from the teaching of Christ and 
the apostles

Christ Taught Nonresistance

In the Sermon on the Mount He discusses a number 
of subjects pertaining to the practical side of life and 
the Christian standards of righteousness, and among 
other things He says:  “Ye have heard that it hath been 

said, An eye 
for an eye, and 
a  tooth for a 
tooth: but I say 
unto you, that 
ye resist not 
evil: but who-
soever shall 
smite thee 
on the right 
cheek, turn to 
him the other 
also.  And if 
any man will 
sue thee at the 
law, and take 

away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also . . . . Love 
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them which despite-
fully use you, and persecute you; that ye may be the 
children of your Father which is in heaven (Matthew 
5:36-45).

Some tell us that this language is figurative.  
Suppose[ing] it is . . . by what logic may any scrip-
ture be interpreted to mean the exact opposite of 
what it says?  Take this at its face value, and it will 
be found to harmonize with all the other things 
which Christ teaches on the same subject.  Let us 
examine a few more of His teachings:

“All they that take the sword shall perish with the 
sword” (Matthew 26:52).

“Unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek 
offer also the other: and him that taketh away thy 
cloke forbid not to take thy coat also” (Luke 6:29).

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you” (John 
14:27).

“My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom 
were of this world, then would my servants fight” 
(John 18:36).

Take these statements at their face value, and you 
have the mind of the Prince of Peace with reference 
to carnal strife.  These teachings are the more im-
pressive because, in His individual life on earth, Jesus 
taught us by example how to put His precepts into 
practice.

Some have tried to make it appear, from the way 
Christ cleansed the temple, that He was not nonresis-
tant in practice; but facts do not sustain that conten-
tion. His cleansing of the temple was in keeping with 
His eternal attitude toward sin and unrighteousness. 
But by no stretch of the imagination can that incident 
be tortured into an act of physical violence to men 
on His part. Take your Bibles. Turn to Matthew 21:12; 
Mark 11:15; Luke 19:45, and read. Does anyone sup-
pose that but for His miracle-working power, His en-
emies would have tolerated His course in a temple 
where He was not supposed to have any authority? 
And if He had miracle-working power, what use had 
He for any carnal weapon with which to inflict physical 
violence on others?

During all His life, Christ was mighty in His conflict 
with sin, but gentle as a lamb and harmless as a dove 
in the matter of exerting physical power in overpow-
ering His enemies. As an illustration, let us cite the fact 
that though He had power to call more than twelve le-
gions of angels to His relief at the time of His betrayal 
(Matthew 26:53), He offered absolutely no resistance.  

Historians 
agree that 

there were no 
soldiers among 
the Christians 
of the first 

century in the 
Christian era.



Neither did He at any time seek to interfere with the 
affairs of state or meddle in politics in any way. In the 
matter of nonresistance, as well as in all other things, 
His life is an exact interpretation of His teachings.

The Apostles Taught Nonresistance

In his letter to the Romans Paul pleads: “Recom-
pense to no man evil for evil . . . If it be possible, as 
much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 
Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather 
give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thine 
enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: 
for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his 
head.  Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 
good” (Romans 12:17-21).

Writing to the Corinthians, he rebukes them sharply 
for going to law with one another (1 Corinthians 6:1-
8) and asks: “Why do ye not rather take wrong? why 
do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?” 
In his second letter to the Corinthians, he gives voice 
to a fundamental fact when he says (10:4), “The weap-
ons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through 
God.” Paul, like his blessed Master, while emphatic 
in his teachings against carnal strife, was equally em-
phatic against sin, encouraging his people to “fight 
the good fight of faith.” Read Ephesians 6:10-18; 1 
Thessalonians 5:15; 1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 4:7; 
Hebrews 10:30.

Peter offers his testimony for nonresistance, say-
ing:
“If, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it pa-
tiently. this is acceptable with God. . . . Christ also suf-
fered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should 
follow his steps . . . . when he was reviled, reviled 
not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but 
committed himself to him that judgeth righteously” (1 
Peter 2:20-23).

The same kind of teaching is given in other parts of 
his letters. James likewise testifies in support of evan-
gelical peace, saying:

“Whence come wars and fightings among you? 
come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in 
your members? . . . Ye fight and war, yet ye have not, 
because ye ask not” (James 4:1, 2).

The last statement strikes at the very root of the 
causes for war. Instead of going to God for wisdom, 
love, grace, and power to overcome, we too often 
make our appeal to carnal force and attempt to over-
come by that means.  Results: quarreling, lawsuits, 
contentions, strife, war.

The apostles, like the Prince of Peace whom they 
followed, practiced nonresistance as well as taught 
it. They invariably suffered persecution rather than to 
inflict violence upon others, suffering imprisonment 

and martyrdom rather than have a guilty conscience 
before God.

The Apostolic Church Practiced Nonresistance

Historians agree that there were no soldiers among 
the Christians of the first century in the Christian era. 
The pagan writer, Ceisus, who wrote about the close 
of the second century, accuses the Christians for 
refusing to bear arms, even in cases of emergency. 
Among the early Christians who express themselves 
on this point and defend the doctrine of nonresis-
tance are Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian, Lactantius, and 
others.  During the first two centuries, practically the 
entire Church adhered to the nonresistant faith. Later, 
however, there was a drifting away from this faith, on 
the part of some, until, at the beginning of the fourth 
century, that part of the Church dominated by Rome 
had so far departed from the original nonresistant 
ground that Constantine made Christianity the reli-
gion of state in Rome.

Jesus My Saviour
Jesus, my Saviour, let me be
More perfectly conformed to Thee;
Implant each grace, each sin dethrone,
And form my temper like Thine own.

My foe, when hungry, let me feed,
Share in his grief, supply his need;
The haughty frown may I not fear,
But with a lowly meekness bear.

Let the envenomed heart and tongue,
The hand outstretched to do me wrong,
Excite no feelings in my breast
But such as Jesus once possessed.

To others let me always give
What I from others would receive;
Good deeds for evil ones return,
Nor, when provoked, with anger burn.

This will proclaim how bright and fair
The precepts of the Gospel are;
And God himself, the God of love,
His own resemblance will approve. 

  —Benjamin Beddome
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A Visit to the Empty Tomb 
by Roger L. Berry

The World Today

In Moscow, Russia is the Mausoleum of Vladimir 
Lenin, the founder of communism in Russia. When he 
died in 1924 his body was carefully embalmed and has 
been on display in Moscow most of the time since. In 
the days of communism in Russia, thousands of peo-
ple would file through the tomb of Lenin on most days. 
Today many still view the remains on certain days of the 
week though not as many as in communist times.

Many viewers of Lenin have had the utmost regard 
for “Father” Lenin, as he was sometimes called. One 
young man who was a member of the communist party 
wrote that he once filed past the body of Lenin. In his 
thoughts he asked that Father Lenin help him to be a 
better communist. After he became a Christian, he rec-
ognized this incident as a type of “prayer” to someone 
who could never help him. 

There has been discussion of removing Lenin’s body 
from the mausoleum and burying it beside his mother. 
But Vladimir Putin, the present ruler of Russia opposes 
this. He feels that reburial would imply that generations 
of Russians have observed false values during the 70 
years of communist rule. 

In Jerusalem is found an empty tomb believed to be 
the tomb in which Jesus Christ once lay. Many also visit 
this tomb. This tomb stands out because it is empty. It 
does not contain the remains of the One who made it 
famous. 

The’ angelic message rings clearly through the ages: 
“He is not here: for he is risen, as he said” (Matthew 
28:6). 

A visit to the tomb of Lenin, Mohammed, the un-
known soldier, or others may serve to inspire courage 
or enthusiasm. But one need not visit the empty tomb 
of Christ for inspiration. Anywhere on earth one can 
fall down in repentance and worship of the risen Lord 
and arise with supernatural strength. An encounter with 
the risen Lord changes us into different persons. Only a 
“visit” to the empty tomb by submitting to Christ in faith 
can result in transformation and true purpose in life. 

“Be not conformed to this world: but be ye trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 
will of God” (Romans 12:2). The Greek New Testament 
word here for transformed is metamorphoo which 
gives us our English word metamorphosis—a complete 
change from the inside out. The lowly caterpillar goes 
through a metamorphosis to become a beautiful but-
terfly. 

The Bible holds forth the promise of a metamorpho-
sis, a complete change, through the power of Jesus 

Christ. “That I may know him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being 
made conformable unto his death” (Philippians 3:10). 
Have you experienced this transformation because 
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ who left the tomb 
empty? 

What will the cross and the empty tomb of Jesus 
mean to you as you think of them this Easter season? 
Are they only events to be pondered on special hol-
idays? Or are these events meaningful to you as you 
experience their reality in your life? Have you knelt, not 
to worship an empty cross or an empty tomb but to 
confess your sins and to receive forgiveness through 
the shed blood of Jesus Christ? 

Have you pondered the empty tomb to remember 
and to claim victory over sin and death that you can 

“Have you knelt, 
not to worship an empty 
cross or an empty tomb

 but to confess your sins?”
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experience through the One who left it empty. Do you 
find security in Jesus Christ as you follow Him daily in 
life. When I ask you how you know Jesus lives, can you 
say, “He lives within my heart:”?

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:8, 9). 

Jesus Lives
by Dallas Witmer

His body, torn and slain by crucifixion, revived. He 
came out of His tomb! Prophets had foretold the Mes-
siah’s resurrection centuries before (Luke 24:46). Now, 
proving Himself “to be the Son of God with power” 
(Romans 1:4), Christ arose from death like a three-day 
sleep. Pulsing with life, Christ once again led His dis-
ciples, walking and reasoning with them. Nail prints 
still visible in His hands, and the gash of the spear in 
His side, Jesus invited Thomas to look, touch, and be-
lieve! “My Lord and my God!” this believing disciple re-
sponded (John 20:28). 

He lives, but where does Jesus live? In heaven! But 
He also has a more local residence. The apostle Paul 
spoke of “Christ in you, the hope of glory!” (Colossians 
1:27). Christ lives in His followers, and in this way still 
walks among men. 

While Christ lived as a man among men He was a 
controversial figure. Some saw Him as a threat; others 
wished He’d marshal an army. He exposed hypocrisy, 
as none had dared to expose it before. He lived a moral 
and spiritual standard among men that made everyone 
a bit self-conscious. He preached the Gospel, the good 
news of His salvation, to the poor. He was the friend of 
sinners, who came to Him in repentance. But in the end, 
guardians of the status quo turned the rabble against 
him, persuaded the provisional Roman government, 
and crucified Him. But God raised Him from the dead! 

They couldn’t get rid of Him then, nor can His detrac-
tors today. Christ still lives, and is a controversial figure 
among us. He is not the passive, indulgent Jesus of pic-
tures and liberal theology. You know that Christ is here 
when men and women are pricked to the heart. Christ 
lives where hypocrisy is peeled away, and truth is re-
vealed in black and white. Where a body of born-again 
believers chooses Christ as Lord, and lives His standard 

of holiness before the watching world, it is His body 
today. Controversy will surround this body of Christ, 
just as it did the incarnate Christ almost 2,000 years ago. 

Christ’s influence alone is not the living Christ. His in-
fluence is felt in many ways in western society, which is 
corrupt to the core. Christ, real and personal, incarnate 
in the church He controls, will possess His members, 
and mark their every step with holiness. Here He will 
speak and be heard, rule, and be obeyed. As you think 
upon the meaning of the resurrection of Christ, deter-
mine that you will not rest until you have encountered, 
and surrendered to the living Christ. 

“If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of 
all men most miserable. But now is Christ risen from the 
dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. For 
since by man came death, by man came also the resur-
rection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:19-22). 
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